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School uniform

▪ It is essential to wear sensible footwear – no slip on shoes, no open toes, no heels.
Black or navy hard soled shoes – no trainers please.

▪ No jewellery is to be worn in school.

▪ Bags must be appropriate school bags or backpacks, no handbags or suitcase style 
bags.

▪ Hair longer than collar length must be tied up, extremes of fashion such as shaved 
patterns / lines or partings, colours, very short hair on one side with longer on the 
other etc. are not allowed.



Winter Uniform (can be worn all year round)

White blouse or shirt to be worn with a school tie

Navy blue school cardigan or school jumper

Navy blue skirt or pinafore dress

White, grey or navy socks or navy blue tights

Grey trousers

Summer Uniform (can be worn in Terms 1,

5 and 6 only)

Navy blue and white checked (gingham) dress

Grey shorts

White school polo necked shirt

White, navy or grey socks



PE
Term 1

Wednesday – Swimming (5W)

Thursday - Outdoor (5W and 5RP)

Friday – Indoor (5RP)

Term 2

Wednesday – Swimming (5RP)

Thursday - Outdoor (5W and 5RP)

Friday – Indoor (5W)

Terms 3-6 

Thursday afternoon – Outdoor 

Friday afternoon – Indoor



PE kit

School logo t-shirt according to house colour

Plain navy blue shorts

Plain navy blue or black tracksuit, or navy/black leggings

No named brands, no hoods please

Trainers or plimsolls

On PE days (including swimming days) children are required to come to school in their PE kit
unless otherwise asked.

Please label ALL PE kit.



The Year 5 Curriculum



Timetable



Year 5 English Texts
• Skellig by David Almond – some 
language will be omitted from the text

• Street Child by Berlie Doherty
• The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes

• Romeo and Juliet by William 
Shakespeare

• Great Expectations by Charles 
Dickens

• There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom by 
Louis Sachar

These books are used in English across the 
year. Please DO NOT read them at home.



Fine Motor Skills and Handwriting in Year 5
In Year 5, children will continue to be 
supported to develop fine motor skills. 

We will also teach and support your 
children to:

• write legibly, fluently and with increasing 

speed by:

• choosing which shape of a letter to use 

when given choices and deciding 

whether or not to join specific letters

• choosing the writing implement that is 

best suited for a task.

In Year 5, children are supported and 
expected to consistently join their 
handwriting with increasing speed during 
independent writing.

They will also understand when it is best 
that handwriting is left unjoined (eg. for 
labelling a diagram or data, writing an 
email address, or for algebra and capital 
letters, eg. for filling in a form). 





Maths Year 5 Overview



Number bonds and times tables weekly challenge
Number fluency is fundamental to being a successful mathematician which is why the children 
take part in weekly maths challenges. 

Progression has been carefully mapped across the school in line with the national curriculum 
to give the children a secure recall of key number facts relevant for their year group. 

▪ Year 4 - recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12

▪ Year 5/6 - multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and 
1000 

The weekly maths challenge will happen on a Thursday. 



Humanities
▪ Ancient Greece  

▪ Greece 

▪ Victorian Empire 

▪ Local Study

▪ Rivers

▪ Tudor Exploration 

Religious Education
We follow ‘The Way, the Truth and 
the Life’ RE scheme of learning. 

Here are the termly topics:

▪ Creation

▪ God’s Covenants

▪ Inspirational People

▪ Reconciliation 

▪ Life in the Risen Jesus

▪ Other Faiths

Year 5 Topics

▪ Earth and Space

▪ Forces (2 terms)

▪ Materials and their Properties

▪ Life Cycles

▪ Stages of Development (Sex 
Education taught alongside RSE/ 

PSHE topics)

Science



Homework
Homework will be given on a Friday and posted onto Class Dojo.

Reading - 10-20 mins, write title and pages they have read in reading diaries. Parents to sign reading diary 
to show this has been done. 

Spelling – To be set every Friday and practised at home. Children will complete a spelling test on the 
following Thursday in their homework book.

Writing – There will be a writing task to complete, e.g. put 3 of your spellings into a sentence or use a 
fronted adverbial to create 5 sentences. 

Times tables – To be practised daily and tested once a week in class (Thursdays).

MyMaths – A task will be set every Friday and will be accessed on MyMaths. Paper copies can also be given 
if needed ☺



Reading Diaries KS2

In the ‘Reading Log’ section, 
your child is welcome to 
complete this independently; 
however, we kindly ask that an 
adult oversees the entry and 
adds their initials beside it to 
ensure it is being completed 
accurately.



Reading Diaries KS2
▪ Reading diaries must be in school every day (they will come home with the children on Monday). Please use them to 

record any messages to your child’s teacher and to inform us as to which books your child has been reading

▪ Any notes can also be written in there that you would like us to know about your child, you can also send an email or 
phone the school office 

▪ If you would prefer to catch us in the morning, or afterschool, please wait until the majority of children have gone or 
are in school before doing so



Reading
▪ Reading impacts all areas of the curriculum.  Engaging your child with reading activities is of utmost 

importance if they are to succeed.  Talk to your child about what interests them.  Allow them access to a wide 
range of texts.

▪ Spend at least ten minutes daily sharing or reading with them, visit libraries, look at stories online, download 
free apps for iPads/ iPods if available and talk about what you have read too!

Here are some ideas of reading materials which you may wish to obtain:

• First News (available via newsagents)

• Newsround online/BBC stories

• Audio books

• Holiday brochures

• Cookery books

• Instruction books (e.g. How to make…)

• Fiction stories

• Non-fiction



Accelerated Reader
What is Accelerated Reader?
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading management and 
monitoring programme that aims to foster independent 
reading. The internet-based software assesses reading 
age, and gives pupils a reading level (ZPD number). Pupils 
take computerised quizzes on the books and will aim for a 
quiz target of at least 85%.

Why use Accelerated Reader?
A study found that Year 7 pupils who were offered 
Accelerated Reader made 3 months’ additional progress 
in reading compared to other similar pupils. For pupils 
eligible for free school meals the figure was 5 months’ 
additional progress. In primary school, research has 
shown that pupils using Accelerated Reader make 
significantly more progress.

How does Accelerated Reader work?
1. Pupils will be assessed at the beginning of 

the year on their reading understanding 
and fluency. This will give them a ZPD 
number.

2. Pupils will pick a book to take home based 
on their ZPD number. Please continue to 
read with your child as normal and fill in 
their reading log.

3. When they finish the book, pupils will take 
a short quiz in school. Your child’s teacher 
will monitor your child’s quiz performance 
and adjust their ZPD number if necessary.



MyMaths is a whole-school interactive 
resource for use both in the classroom and at 
home. It is used to increase mathematical 
fluency and consolidate learning. 
Predominantly, we will be using MyMaths as 
an online homework platform.

What is MyMaths?

Why use MyMaths?

MyMaths offers interactive lessons and homework tasks, all of 
which are matched to the National Curriculum. Children's 
answers are marked at the click of a button, providing 
immediate feedback. If children choose to, they can try 
homework tasks again. In fact, the resource provides limitless 
practice. In addition, MyMaths has a wide variety of games 
designed to motivate pupils to consolidate their maths 
skills whilst enhancing their enjoyment of the subject.



Golden Rules
1. Follow instructions. Listen to all adults 

working in the school.

2. Be gentle, kind and polite: keep hands, 
feet and unkind words to yourself.

3. Value people’s belongings; respect the
school and other people’s property.

4. Be honest and tell the truth.

If children break a golden rule they will be 
asked to reflect their actions by completing a 

4W form. 



Rewards
Children are rewarded in a number of ways:

▪ Verbal praise

▪ Marking 

▪ House points

▪ Dojo points

▪ Merit award 

▪ Attendance recognition 

▪ Head teacher award at end of each term

▪ Auction – pretend money awarded so children 
can bid for an auction prize on Friday. 



Reading Diary/Contact Book: If you would like to pass on a message to your child's class teacher or request a phone 

call, please use the reading diary provided by the school. Teachers check these regularly and will respond as needed or 

contact you at their earliest convenience.

Email: For longer or more detailed communications, email is preferred. Please send emails to the school office and they 

will ensure it is forwarded to the teacher. Please allow up to 48 hours for a response, as teachers may be busy with 

classroom responsibilities. Please use the parent email parents@st-thomasmore.medway.sch.uk

Appointment: For more in-depth discussions, you can schedule an appointment with the teacher. To do this, please 

contact teacher to arrange a convenient time.

Parents Evening: These are scheduled two times a year. We encourage you to attend these meetings to discuss your 

child's progress and attainment. We ask that if you have concerns about your child, that you contact the teacher, rather 

than wait for parents evening, so it can be dealt with swiftly.

ClassDojo: ClassDojo will NOT be used to message teachers directly. Teachers will continue to post homework and 

inform parents of upcoming events. Teachers will only respond to queries made in the comment box on relevant posts.

Open Door Policy: We will continue to have an open door policy at the end of the school day. Please feel free to 

communicate with your child’s teacher face-to-face so that issues can be resolved quickly.

Communication with your child’s teacher: 

mailto:parent@st-thomasmore.medway.sch.uk


In Year 5 we…
• Encourage children to become independent
• Want them to be able to solve problems 
amongst themselves and use own initiative

• Encourage them to take responsibility for 
their own actions

• Want them to be able to organise 
themselves and their own equipment

• Want them to access class resources 
independently

• Want them to enjoy coming to school!



Thank you
for your continued support 
and we look forward to a 
fantastic year ahead!


